Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



V5 130.1.10.7 




HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



/ 



SEVEN FEATURES OF CHRISTIANITY: 



SERMON, 



DELIVERED AT THE DEDICATION • ^ 



OF 



■> 



THE MEETING HOUSE 



■j- 



OF THE 



SECOND CHURCH AND CONGREGATION 



IN BEVERLY, 



FEB. 1, 1838: 



By EDWIN M. STONE. 



.^ 



PUBLISHED BY REQUEST. 



SALEM: 

rRINTXD AT THIR GA-XTLTT^ OTTl^t. 

1838. 



%*:**" »^ 



V >^ . 



1/ 



1 




J ■ 



SERMON. 



Haooai % 9. Tlie gloiy o/this iatter house shall be greaUr than ofQu pgrmet^ 
9aith the Lord 0/ hosts : and m this place will I give peace, saHh the Lord of hodM, 



One of the earliest acts of Cyrus on ascending the Persian 
throne, was to release from bonds the people of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, who seventy years previously had been enslaved by Ne- 
buchadnezzar. This was done from an earnest desire to fulfil a 
prophecy preserved in the sacred books of the Hebrews,* with 
which he bad been made acquainted. Availing themselves of 
the royal permission, the rulers of the tribes with the people and 
servants, amounting in all, to forty nine thousand six. hundred 
and ninety seven souls, returned to the land of their fathers, and 
the city of their love. 

As a religious people, their first thoughts were directed to the 
preparation of a suitable place for the public worship of God, the 
beautiful temple erected by Solomon, having been destroyed 
by the same power that carried them into captivity, f Meas- 
ures were immediately adopted for re-building this edifice.-— 
On the principle of voluntary association, the people contribu- 
ted '^ after their ability " to a common fund for that purpose, :|: 
•^and in the second year of their return, its foundations were 
laid with appropriate solemnities. ^ 

In witnessing this interesting transaction, the multitude were 
exercised with diverse emotions. Many of them, — probably 
the younger branches of the tribes, — *< shouted aloud for joy '' 
in the re-establishment of divine worship in the holy city. — 
*^ But many of the priests and levites and chiefs of the 
fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the fii-st house, 
when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, 
wept with a loud voice.'* || They wept, — not that the work 
had been undertaken,— -for it was one which lay near their 
hearts, — but from an apprehended and dreaded disj^aritv be- 
tween the splendor of this and the {oimet Xaoi'^X^. 



*Iuuab44:28. f 2 Chron. 36. 19. tE«at:€Q. ^lE.xt«.^ A\. ^Y.'lx*.^-. V'- 
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To remove this apprehension, %nd to encourage their pro- 
gress in the work, the prcj^het was commissioned to them with 
the animating assur^ce of the text, that the glory of the house 
whose foundation was just laid, should excel that of tl^e Tem- 
ple with which their early and cherished recollections were 
associated. 

The magnificence of the first temple iStras the admiration of 
Its time, and has been the theme of eulogy in every subsequent 
age. Within its consecrated walls stood the altar of national 
sacrifice, and rented the ark of the covenant. Here dwelt the 
divine Shekinah, and here tlie high pqpst entered the holy 
of holies in behalf of the people. It were im[>essibIe^o wit- 
ness the 9acr«d;:#ervio0S'within its courts, unimpressed. The 
worshippers seemed to stand in the visible piesence of Jehovah, 
^ — and )|pe«€an well imagine that the exclamation •f their pa-' 
triarch ancestor often burst sppntaneously from their lips : — 
*^ How dreadful is this place ! This is none other but the house 
of God, and this is the gate of keaven." * Nor could the en- 
thusiastic lover of architectural beauty, or the devbte^ admirer 
of harmonious propoi|ions, Examine this extensive display of 
mechanical skill and taste, without being gratified to satiety. — 
It is not surprising, then, that when the captive tribes ^* remem- 
bered Zion" and its glory, arf" they sat " by the rivers of 
Babylon," they should hang their ** harps upon the willows" 
and weep, f 

But a more exce]|eqC gloiy, was in reserve for the temple 
wluwe erection now filled their thoughts and commanded their 
labors — not in tl)« superior splendor of its finish, nor in the 
pageantry of its sacrifices; but in the prflsepce of Jesus Christ, 
who in his person and*eli^n was to consummate the types of 
the law, and develope to the world the plan$ and purposes of 
God for effecting its salvation. 

IniChis view, the first and second temples may be considered 
emblematic of the first and second covenants : the former gor- 
geous in its rkudls, fascinating to the ^senses, and ratified amidst 
the tbuiders and lighin|fgs of heaven ; — the lat^r simple in 
its for^nulas, dignified in authority), and ia the quiet, but resistless 
power of the tpirit, writing its laws on the conscienijes and hearts 
of men ; — the fonper encircling a (^osen few, Xo ewAut^ fc\ ^ 
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time ; the latter, embracing tbe family of man, and to endure 
forever. 

Esteeming Christianity, as beaming from the face of the di- 
vine redeemer, the glory whose brightness eclipses the radiance 
of the Mosaic institutions, I propose, as appropriate to this in- 
teresting occasion, tp exhibit some of its principal and essential 
features. 

I. An essential feature of Christianity, is Ecclesiastical 
order. Order is a primary law of all associations, and a princi- 
pal guarantee of their prosperity. Shunning the extravagance 
and licentious disorder of pagan religions, she gathered her fol- 
lowers into communities, designated as churches, and appoint- 
ed over them two distinct orders of officers, to the former of 
whom was assigned the duty of instructing the people in the 
principles and knowledge of divine truth, and to the latter, of 
serving the Lord's table, and attending to the secular affairs and 
general interests of the church. Each church was an indepen- 
dent organization, possessing power to call and elect its own 
teachers, and maintaining certain rules for the reception of 
members and the withdrawal of fellowship. In a word; Chris- 
tianity, as we conceive, organized her churches on the princi- 
ples of Congregationalism. 

" The independence of particular churches, modified by es- 
tablished forms of ecclesiastical intercourse and fellowship, con- 
stitutes the peculiar characteristic, and (as I think) the glory of 
Congregationalism. In the government of many denominations 
of christians, this independence is taken awat. The particth 
lar churches are all merged in a general church, and are sub- 
ject to a jurisdiction above and without themselves. But not 
so in the congregational churches. All power here originates 
(under Christ) in the church, and terminates in the church. — 
The stream never rises higher than the fountain. There may 
be church conferences or consociations, and ministerial associa- 
tions for mutual encouragement, edification and prayer ; but 
these can exercise no jurisdiction, control, or authority over tbe 
churches. Councils may be called, and may give advice ; but 
this advice may be accepted or rejected. To be sure, where 
the advice of a council is unreasonably rejected, there may fol* 
low a breach of /eJJowship between tlae c\\utoVi ^\Nvci^\\.^ «oA^ 
tbe cbarcb rejecting \t. Still, each and every eVvut(i\\ \evivoa ^^ 
iNDEPENDENCE, SO far 38 jurisdicliOH IS conceTneA,>ae\w?,'^^^^- 
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able only to its divine Shepherd and Head." * It is foreign to 
my present design to discuss the comparative merits of the dif- 
ferent forms of ecclesiastical government. With those who 
prefer the Presbyterian or the Episcopal forms, 1 have no con- 
troversy. ^ Yei, without infringing the law of charitable judg- 
ments 1 think I may say, that the present $tate of the religious 
world demonstrates their fruitfulness of jealousy, contention, 
and christian alienation — and I will farther add, that in my 
apprehension, independent Congregationalism is more consonant 
with the genius of Christianity, and with the spirit of christian 
liberty, than any other mode of organization. 

II. Another essential feature of Christianity, is salvatio7i by 
Jesus Christ This distinguishes Christianity from all other 
systems of ethics. Previously to the advent of our Saviour, 
philosophy exerted herself unsuccessfully for the reformation of 
mankind. Her maxims fell powerless upon the ear of the 
multitude, and her laws received indifferent homage. Indeed, 
the least exceptionable of her codes tolerated principles and 
practices that war with virtuous thoughts and habits. The 
purest of her votaries, the pride of Roman eloquence, has re- 
corded his testimony of their utter inefficiency to produce a 
virtuous life In either teachers or pupils. But where philosophy 
failed, Christianity triumphed. She came not to amuse the 
fancy with etherial speculations, and subtle theories, but to 
arouse the slumbering conscience, by thundering in its ear the 
revelations of eternal truth. She came not to flatter the pride 
of man, but to humble his haughty spirit. She came not to 
darken the counsels of God, but to give vitality to their sanc- 
tions. She came to show man to himself — to hold before his 
eyes the mirror of his moral deformity — to send to his heart 
the arrows of conviction, and to apply healing to his diseased 
nature. She commenced by proclaiming his lost condition in 
sin, and having gained an anxious attention, pointed to '' Christ 
the power of God, and wisdom of God," as the only source of 
help. She declared emphatically that upon no other founda- 
tion could the hope of salvation safely rest, and that of all 
names given under heaven this was the only one by which sin- 
ners could be saved ; and when the guilty rebel confessed with 
tears of penitence the pollution of h\s sou\,s\ie ^o\tvV^^\v\ttiVci 
the /bantain of calvary as adequate lo vjasVi owX \\\^ ^^^^^^\. 

• Pond. 



stains. The doctrine of " Christ crucified/' though a stumbling 
block to Jewish pride, and fooHshness to Grecian philosophy, 
was the glory of the apostolic preachers. It gave a divine effi- 
cacy to their labors, and produced the most radical and extra- 
ordinary transformations in every class of character. When 
they went forth calling upon their fellow-men to repent and be 
baptized in the name of Jesus ; — when they could point lo 
the cross, and tell of its agony, its blood, and its shame, as the 
evidence of Almighty love, then multitudes were pricked to the 
heart with godly sorrow — then "the number of the disciples 
multiplied greatly, and a great company of the priests became 
obedient to the faith" — then " mightily grew the word of God, 
and prevailed" in the cottage of the serf, and in the palace of 
royal power. 

" Christ crucified" is the sun around which the system of 
christian ethics revolves, and receives its light and influence. 
It is the mighty power of God unto salvation to all who believe, 
and the only power that can successfully prevail against him 
who " deceiveth the whole world." The law may be pro- 
claimed, and its penalties announced with all the terrors of 
Sinai, -^ but this will only arrest the sinner in his careless 
career, and fill his soul with despair. Seneca or Plato may 
be preached with the grace of a Chesterfield, and the dignity of 
an Isocrates, but their cold abstractions will fall upon the heart 
like water spilled upon the ground which cannot be gathered 
up. The dignity of human nature, the beauty of religion, the 
loveliness of virtue, and the odiousness of vice, may be expa- 
tiated upon till every conceivable change has been rung upon 
these phrases, without auy perceptible influence upon the 
hearts and lives of the hearers. They may admire the preach- 
er's manner, and be in raptures with the elegance of his diction, 
and the delicacy of his classic allusions; but then, like the man 
beholding his naturd face in a glass, they will go their way, 
forgetting that they were other than unconcerned spectators of 
an agreeable declamation 1 The divine paternity and the mo- 
ral duties may be dwelt upon with great particularity ; but fun- 
damental doctrines as these are, separate them from the doc- 
trine of *' Christ crucified," and their effect will be to lull the 
hearer into carnal security, or to give \o v\\e\\fe^^^\sv^$saR»^\sX 
formalism. 
The preaching of Paul was not meteXy '' 1^^^^^ C.\\\>sx^^^i^^ 
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meekness, or his wisdom, or his sublimity, or his eloquence.'* 
These, doubtless, had their place in his religious instructions. 
'' But it was Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And this was bis 
theme every where. He was full of it on every occasion.'* 
He entertained ho fears that men would love their Saviour too 
much for his sufferings. He knew there was a light and a fire 
in the sacrifice of Jesus, efficient to illumine their darkened 
understandings, melt ' their stubborn hearts, and kindle in their 
cold, icy breasts, the flame of spiritual life.' He knew, as sjl 
faithful ministers know, that if sinners are ever truly converted, 
they must come to tlie foot of the cross, and look with faith 
upon the bleeding lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world. 

111. Another essential feature of Christianity, is the doc- 
trine of human ability and human responsibility. It distinctly 
repudiates those theories of the schools which make man a 
passive recipient, rather than an active agent. Its demands of 
repentance and submission to God, are predicated on the as- 
sumed fact that man is morally free, and morally able to obey. 
The guilt and condemnation of disobedience are likewise predi- 
cated upon the fact that man refuses to obey, not because he 
cannot, but because he will not. I am apprized that in a high 
quarter, it is distinctly declared ^^ that unregenerate men are not 
able to keep the commandments" of God — that they have 
" no ability of any kind to yield obedience" — and " that in no 
conceivable sense has man any power to repent, to believe, and 
to love God or his fellow men." * This may be consistent 
with other elements of the same theory, but is it consonant with 
the spirit and letter of the gospel ? Is not a requirement ante- 
rior to obedience ? Is not the law given to secure man's obe- 
dience ? Is not man obnoxious to punishment if he refuses to 
obey ? Does God require of man the performance of any duty 
he is unable to perform ? Will God punish man for failing to 
do what inherent inability forbids ? According to the theory 
referred to, these inquiries must receive a negative answer. — 
Why, then, call sinners to repentance, if '^ they have no ability 
of any kind to yield obedience" ? Why attempt to convert 
the heathen ? Why preach at all ? If man is not a moral 
s^ent^ as ibis sentiment implies, the use of means to bring him 



* Junkin's Vindicalion. 



out of the dominion of Satan, into the empire of Christ, is 
time and means uselessly squandered. If man is merely a 
passive instrument, how mistaken must the Saviour have been, 
when he directed his hearers to seek the kingdom of God ! I 
do not, however, admit such conclusions. I have made these 
observations simply to illustrate the results of a theory which I 
believe is seldom blessed to the conversion of sinners, and 
which, indirectly, gives license to the most guilty forms of 
pleasure. 

Human responsibility is the offspring of human ability. Man* 
is responsible, because he is a mora! agent : He is a morat 
agent because he is free to choose or to reject, to obey or to 
rebel. Christianity holds man responsible to his Creator. She 
instructs him that time, intellectual endowments, life, health, 
and privileges, are talents held in trust to be accounted for at a 
future day. To that end, he has appointed a season when '^ he 
will bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing,, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil." She further de- 
clares that as men sow here, so will they reap there — that ta 
such as by patient continuance in well-doing, seek the approv- 
ing smile of God, he will award the joys of eternal life ; — that 
to such as obey not the truth, but live and die rebels to his law^ 
he will visit with indignation and wrath, according to the meas- 
ure of their moral turpitude. What sentiment can exert a more 
restraining and salutary influence upon the heart and life thait 
this ? Or what doctrine can bear a more direct and practicaf 
influence upon the peace and happiness of civil and sociaiT insti- 
tutions ? Why do we hear the cry of oppression ? Why do 
we witness the gathering mob, and the destruction of property ? 
Why do we behold crime, and bloodshed, and death ? Why is 
justice defied, and the laws of earth and heaven contemned, but 
because the perpetrators of wickedness are for the moment infi- 
del to the doctrine of human accountability ? II they truly, 
from the heart, believed that there was a just judgment in re- 
serve for every moral delinquency, from which they could no 
more escape than from their own reflections and the torments of 
an awakened conscience, they would sooner suffer their hand to 
perish io the flame of their own kindling, than to lift a ^^^'^\ 
the pestee of society , or the life, Vvbetly axiA W^^vcv^'sri <:>^ xsv^ixv- 
Jfthejr really felt, as the scriptures decWte, xWv \o\ ^' ^n^\^ '\^^ 
word'' God will bring them into jude^menl, Ocve^ ^^^^"^^ ^^^ '''^'^^^ 
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lips against the utterance of a single expi'ession that could justly 
injure the feelings or reputation of a fellow traveller to eternity. 
" He that hath ears to hear, let him hear/' 

IV. Another essential feature of Christianity is the suffi- 
ciency of the scriptures as a rule oj faith and practice. We 
esteem this an all important principle, and its resuscitation from 
the rubbish under which it was buried, constitutes one of the 
most brilliant results of the reformation. We are the subjects 
of error, constantly exposed to peril through ignorance and misr 
formed judgments. Our happiness, therefore, demands a rule 
of duty and judgment, in whose directions and decisions we can 
confidently trust. But where shall we seek it ? In the teach- 
ings of nature ? ^ What is nature but an imperfect guide ? Her 
lamp shineth but dimly in a dark place, and on questions of 
vital moment, her voice is silent. Shall we seek it in the 

* teachings of conscience ? No : for conscience is often the 
creature of circumstances. Was not Paul conscientious in im- 
prisoning the early followers of Christ ? Was not Peter equal- 
ly so in refusing to break the bread of life to the perishing Gen- 
tile world ? Did not Nero illuminate the streets and gardens of 
Rome with human torches, in all good conscience? And were 
not the fires of Smithfield lighted under the same sanction ? — 
Did not the Inquisition conscientiously lead its heretical victin>s 
to the Auto da Fe ? Did not the " peaceful quakers" con- 
scientiously denounce the religion and churches of our puritan 
fathers, and express their contempt of puritan strictness by pur- 
suing their secular employments on the Sabbath? And were 
they not, in consequence, with the same degree of conscien- 
tiousness, placed in the stocks, imprisoned, and banished ? In 
a word, has not conscience been pleaded in extenuation of many, 
I might say, of most of the ecclesiastical enormities which have 
stained the annals of every age ? Once admit this faculty to 
be the sufficient teacher of faith and practice, and the door is 
thrown wide open for the entrance of every evil of Pandora*s 
fabled box Instead of one infallible rule, we shall have infal- 
lible rules as numerous as the stars in the firmament, and coun- 
tenancing practices as opposite as darkness and light. Beside, 
we are informed by an apostle, and our own observation attests 
the truth of his statements, that some me^'s consciences are 

^e/iled ttnd thai others are seared as wiik auKoi Iron, KtA 
^aff we for m moment suppose, that m e'wViet cotvA\V\oti >\i«t ^^^ 
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to be trusted ? Who would trust the libertine's conscience to ; 
lead in the walks of virtue, or the hardened blasphemer's con- 
science to guide the way to heaven ? The truth is; when men 
set up conscience as the sufficient rule, they dethrone Deity,— 
the author of every faculty, — and bow down to the Baal of 
practical atheism. • 

- But let me not be misunderstood. Conscience has its pre- 
rogatives, and its authority demands our reverence. From the 
several powers of the soul, God has selected this as his sentinel, 
to guard the avenues of the heart against external and internal 
dangers, to warn, encourage, and restrain. So far as it is faith- 
ful to its trust, it is to be respected and obeyed as the sdrvant of 
heaven. But its commands, decisions, and permissions, are 
never to be regarded as sufficient, independent of the sanctions 
of the Holy Spirit. Except our conscience have tl>e witness of 
this spirit, its voice is not to be regarded. 

Siiall we then seek for this rule of faith and. practice in the 
consent of Fathers, and the decisions of councils and confes- 
sions? What are these but the opinions of men as fallible as 
ourselves, and often a jumble of absurdities ? Examine these 
authorities, and what do we perceive? ^^ Popes against popes, 
councils against councils, some fathers against other fathers, the 
same fathers against themselves, a consent of fathers of one age^ 
against a consent of fathers of another age, the church of one 
age, against the church of another age." * We must seek 
then, a higher, a holier, a consistent authority, from whose 
decisions there is no appeal Where is it, and what is it ? — 
Christianity answers, " The Bible." She instructs us that 
" all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righte- 
ousness : that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works" f — that " prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man ; but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the holy ghost" % — that " the scriptures 
were written for our learning," <§> and " are able to mate wise 
unto salvation through faith in Jesus Christ." (2 Tim. 3 : 15.) 
We go not, then, to Trent or Geneva, to Heidelburg or Lam- 
beth palace, to Princeton or New Haven, to Andovev ci\ C*'^\^- 
bridge, to receive our faith, or to be \rvsXxv\Ci\^dL \tv ft.vi\^, ^^ 



ChiJIingworth. f 2 Tim. 3: 16, H. ^^Petet\-. ^V. ^'R.QtcvA^ ^- 
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respect these authorities, but cannot receive them, nor do we 
presume that the four last named would wish us to receive theiiiy 
as final. We prefer the text to the gloss, — the word of God to 
the commandments of men. We go, therefore, to the Biblb, 
as the magna charta of the soul. We take it as the manual of 
our spiritual immunities. We receive it as the basis of all 
authentic history, and the choicest compend of moral philoso- 
phy. We acknowledge it as the embodied wisdom of heaven 
— as the richest specimen of the beautiful and sublime in com* 
position — as the guide of the unlettered, and, the teacher of 
the learned. We claim and contend for the right, to read and 
understand it for ourselves. With the Bible in our hand, we 
feel sufficiently armed for every exigency of a changing life. — 
When error assails our faith, we will use it to repel and van- 
quish the foe. When temptation whispers its insidious entice- 
ments in our ear, we will resort to its aid to overcome this ene- 
my of our peace. When bigotry and malice seek the destruc- 
tion of our usefulness and happiness, we will go to the Bible to 
learn the divine virtue of forgiveness. And when affliction 
pierces the heart with the arrows of sorrow, or the messenger 
of death warns us to prepare for judgment and eternity, we will 
repair to the Bible for a balm which earth cannot yield, and for 
boly strength to triumph over the King of mortality. And 
while we regard it as the index of present duty and of future 
destination, we confess allegiance to no master but Him who 
speaks to us through its inspired pages. 

V. Another principal feature of Christianity is its encour^ 
agement of free, investigation and free discussion. This 
principle is not less vital to spiritual than to civil liberty. In 
neither case can it be surrendered without yielding the dearest 
and most sacred rights. To a fearless examination of princi 
pies, and a free discussion of human pretentions, the christian 
world its indebted for some of its chief blessings. The reforma- 
tion, to which I have already adverted, is a distinguished illus- 
tration of this assertion. '* A discussion of the pretentions of 
the church of Rome naturally begot inquiry into her doctrines ; 
for her grand pretension to infallibility formed the only authori- 
ty to which many of these doctrines were indebted for their re- 
cept/on. The very art that had been em\Ao^ed ^«l^^ wi ia- 
gen/ous philosopher) to weave the whole o( vVie ^o^\A\\ti^<\\>x* 
^ioas Into one coherent system, and to make evet^ su^otXvXvw* 
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device repose on the authority, and conduce to the aggrandize- 
ment of the church of Rome, now contributed to accelerate 
and complete her downfall. In a system so overgrown with 
abuses, the spirit of inquiry, wherever it obtained admission, 
could not fail to detect error ; and even a single instance of such 
detection, by loosening the corner stone of infallibility^ shook 
the whole edifice to its foundation. The progress of this spirit 
of inquiry exercised a powerful and salutary influence on the 
character and fortune of every nation in which it gained admis- 
sion. A subject of intellectual exercise had at length been 
found, that could interest the dullest, and engross the most vig- 
orous faculties — the contagion of fervent zeal and earnest in- 
quiry was rapidly propagated, a universal promotion of mind 
attended the spread of the reformed doctrines, and every nation 
into which they flowed, was elevated in the scale of moral aqd 
intellectual being." * 

The disciples of reform, do not appear, however, to have 
entertained very expansive conceptions of the principles for 
^hich they contended. While Luther was content with deny- 
ing the authority of the Papal See, and with pruning the church 
of its incfulgencies, and Calvin was satisfied to assert the right 
of private judgment and to discard the pompous ceremonies of 
ks worship, the followers oi each Reformer transferred their de- 
votedness from " His Holiness" to their respective leaders, — 
and soon became as firmly persuaded ol* the infallibility of their 
** new divinity," a^ they formerly were of the " old." Here 
they settled down, as though further improvement was impossi- 
ble ; and but for the occasional outbreaking of gifted minds who 
dared to think for themselves, and to speak their thoughts, the 
principles of the reformation had long since become extinct. 

We cannot resist an expression of admiration of those noble 
spirits, who, in an age of moral vassalage burst away from an 
intolerant hierarchy, and asserted the liberty of ^^ the gospel of 
the blessed God." We love to dwell upon their fidelity to a 
holy and righteous cause, in perils of no ordinary character. — 
Still they were not faultless ; and when we say they sometimes 
failed to preserve consistency of profession and practice, by at- 
tempting to repress a spirit of inquiry which their qv7i\ ^^azcsc^^^ 
had engenderedf we but say tViey \«et^ \\\3A»axi. 'Y^iax xsiRs^ 
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strangely misapprehend the genius and purposes of Christianity 
when they suppose her unfavorable to spiritual progress, is 
obviously true. She forges no manacles for the immortal mind. 
She says not to her students, thus far shalt thou go in the walks 
of investigation, but no farther. She demands no pledge that 
they will not cross the line of certain formulas, nor threatens a 
blasting anathema if inquiry leads them beyond prescribed 
bounds. She bids them search for truth as for bid treasures — 
to obey her mandates ^ — and to bring out from her exhaustless 
depository, things new and old for the moral and intellectual 
improvement of their race. 

We wrong Christianity, we wrong our natures, when we 
imagine that an acknowledgement of certain abstract doctrines 
is the terminus of investigation. Her perfections are yet but 
partially sought out. She has principles of practical applica- 
tion not yet developed. She possesses mines of purest ore not 
yet wrought. We believe there are depths in the mind of her 
divine author which the clearest intellect has not yet fathom- 
ed. With all the light we possess, and all the advances we 
have made, we are still gathering pebbles on the shores of eter- 
nal truth. ^^ The Lord has yet more light to break forth out 
of his holy word." And when ages to come shall have roll- 
ed into the past, the most successful student of her system, 
will confess himself comparatively unlettered in her sacred 
science. 

VI. Another prominent feature of Christianity is its purpose 
of universal empire, and its breathings of universal philan-- 
thropy. The first covenant restricted its immediate advanta- 
ges to a single nation. This, however, was but the harbinger of 
the second, which came laden with blessings for all the natrons, 
kindreds and families of the earth. From the first promise, 
'' it shall bruise thy head," made after man had aposta- 
tized from his Maker, to the apocalyptic declaration that all 
things shall be made new, the scriptures are replete with 
evidence that the consummation of Christianity will be the re- 
generation of the human race. They speak of a worship in 
which '^ all nations" shall unite, and of a feast at which '^ all 
/>eople" shall be gUests. They declare that the heathen shall 
be the inheritance of Christ, and the uttermost parts of (be 
eanh his possession — that to him every koee s\\A\\iov«^ ^ivdi 
cf'ery tongue shall swear^ and confess thai m Yum "\^ \5cvw tx^v^- 
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ousness and strength. But I will not biirthea your attention 
with citations. " The very system itself, presupposes its uni- 
versal extension. If God had interfered at ail in the promulga- 
tion of the second covenant, every word of that covenant is 
true. A taint of guiltiness hath overspread our whole race. — 
This world is in rebellion against the eternal God. Jesus 
Christ has appeared in our nature, by a manifestation of in6nite 
love, to win back our affection, and, by the ofiering up of him- 
self, to fender consistent with holiness, our reconciliation to God, 
He came to reclaim a lost world from its wanderings, — to sub- 
due to obedience this revolted province of Jehovah's empire, 
and to give indubitable assurance that all this would yet be tri- 
umphantly accomplished. He, whom on the holy mount, the 
Father from the excellent glory, declared to be his well beloved 
Son, expired on the cross. And truly as there is a God in hea- 
ven, this world shall yet be redeemed. This earth, which has 
been moistened with a Saviour's blood, shall yet become his 
universal possession ; for it bears upon its^ solid surface the seal 
to the irrevocable covenant. The misery of sin, which Jesus 
Christ came to do away, shall cease; and from every nation 
and people under the whole heaven, shall ascend the universa 
shout, ^ Salvation to Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb forever.' " * 

But I stop not now to argue this proposition. You^ my 
brethren, who make the Bible your daily companion, and have 
felt the power of divine Truth in your hearts, require not argu- 
ments of mine to convince your understanding, or to remove un- 
faith on this point. You see iu the idea thus thrown out, not a 
speculation of the study, pleasing to a fanciful imagination, but 
unfeasible of application, but a mighty principle, affecting 
the condition of the entire human family. You perceive in it, 
a complete and comprehensive illustration of the design for 
which the Son of God laid aside the glory of heaven, and be- 
came a man of sorrow on earth, and how his poverty became 
the riches of the world. You hear the humble and devout 
christian rejoicing, that he has here found a gracious answer to 
his oft repeated prayer, and the friend of humanity praising th^ 
Holy One of Israel that he here beholds the grave of moral 
evil. You see bereaved parents v\o \ot\^et xcvo\\\yv\yv^^^ >^qr»^ 
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without hope, nnd refusing to be comforted, for in this thought 
they h^ve obtained a hope " full of immortality " You see it 
disarming the sceptic of his only plea for rebellion against the 
Prince of Peace, and giving to the penitent chief of sinners the 
assurance of mercy. You see it imparting new vigor to the. 
herald of the cross as he hastens to execute his master's com- 
mission, and admire the energetic and tireless zeal with which it 
sends the living oracles into every quarter of the earth to pro- 
claim the acceptable year of the Lord. And while you admire, 
you adore ! 

This thought is the embodied spirit of the celestial world. — r 
As Moses from the top of Pisgah beheld with holy satisfaction 
the prospective settlement of Israel's tribes in the land which 
God had given them, so may we believe that Jesus looks down 
from the throne of his glorious exaltation with divine pleasure 
as he contemplates the coming hour when the kingdoms of this 
world shall be merged in his own, and <' all kings shall fall dowD 
before him, and all nations shall serve him." All heaven is in- 
terested in the achievement of this triumph. And if there is 
joy among the angels when one rebel submits, what will be their 
triumph when the last wanderer shall return ! When from the 
summit of " every heavenly hill" it shall be declared by the 
trump of God, that sin is finished, transgression ended, and ever- 
lasting righteousness brought in ! 

But the work which secures this triumph is not the work of 
a day. ?ior will it be wrought by special miracle. Great as it 
is, and worthy as it is of Infinite conception, its accomplishment 
is never to be separated from christian instrumentality. Each 
of you, my brethren, from the youth to the patriarch, has a 
part to act in this holy Drama. Each of you can, and must do 
somethhig to complete this glorious enterprize* Every righteous 
measure you shall take to sustain the worship of God — every 
sacrifice you shall lay upon his altar — every soul you shall 
win from the ways of sin to the paths of virtue — every heart 
you shall interest in the great concerns of eternity — and every 
prodigal you shall guide back in penitence to his father's house, 
— will weaken the empire of Satan, and strengthen the king- 
dom of Christ I charge you, io the name of God's crucified 
Soa, be/ore whom you and I must finally staad^ to be faitbfuL 
.&9 iastaat, la season and out of season, lo\)t\n^,\^^ eiAX(v^\% 
^nd persuasion, all you can inAuence \alo lV\e fo\Aol ^^ Gt^a.\. 
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Shepherd. Labor, that it may be said of you, by Him whose 
eyes are ^' like unto a flame of fire/' *' I know thy works, aad 
charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience and thy worlds ; 
and the last to be more than the first." * Labor, that when you 
shall render an account of your stewardship, neither your own 
hearts nor the holy spirit shall condemn you. Let the united 
people of God everywhere put forth their whole strength ii> 
prayerful effort, relying on Him who walkeih among the go1dei> 
candlesticks. Then will ' the long established systems of idol- 
atry be overthrown, the closely riveted chains of superstition 
be broken assunder, and the deep-rooted prejudices of all the 
enemies of the cross be torn up. Then will the pure and holy 
principles of the Bible fill every heart, and inspire every 
tongue,' and the church militant become the church triumphant I 
VII. Another, and the only principal feature of Christianity 
which I can notice at this time, is Aer power to remove preju- 
dice from the human hearty and to unite her true foUQwer$ in 
the strongest bonds of fraternal love. Frowning upon the exr 
clusiveness of bigotry, she throws down the bra^sen wall witb 
which men "of broad phylacteries" would separate disciple* 
bearing different names. She condemns sectarism in its odious 
sense, as the bane of progressive godliness, and instructs her 
pupils to acknowledge all men as belonging io the christian 
brotherhood, who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity, and live be- 
fore God in holy fear. She makes no demand that distinct or- 
ganizations shall merge their identity in one indistinguishable 
mass — for she well knows that this would be no surety of in- 
ternal peace, and that what might be gained in appearance by 
outward unijormity, would be lost in spirituality. Nor dods 
she make requisitions on the independence of her disciples — 
for she esteems this principle a corner stone of her system. — 
She exhorts them to be one, as the Father ai>ci Son are one, not 
by yielding up their peculiarities, or by compromising in the 
slightest degree their faith ; — but by walking together in love, 
— by cultivating that charity which neither envieth nor be- 
baveth itself unseemly, but which makelh its recipients to " in- 
crease and abound in love one towards another and to all men,''t 
which edifieth the body of Christ by its holy example, — and 
which will constitute the brightest jem *\u vVie CrtoN«\\ «3k\ >iwi \«^- 
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deemed, when faith shall be lost in vision, and hope be consum- 
mated in possession. 

I know, indeed, that her voice is often unheeded, and thai 
frequently tliose who profess to be the disciples of her school 
"bite and devour one another" with cannibal rapacity, rather 
than provoke each other to " love and good works." But " it 
was not so from the beginning." When Christianity first shed 
her benign light upon the world as " the breath of the power of 
God, and a pure influence flowing from the glory of the Al- 
mighty," * its operation on the untamed passions was magical. 
Bitter prejudice gave place to the kindly affections. The lofty 
pretentions of the supercilious Jew were humbled, and in the 
poor, despised Samaritan, he beheld and acknowledged a child 
of God, and a brother. " Be ye followers of God as dear chil- 
dren, walking together in love," was the burden of Christianity's 
instructions. " Greet ye one another with a kiss of charily." 
" Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, 
and evil speaking be put away from you with all malice," 
that ye " grieve not the holy spirit of God whereby ye 
are sealed unto the day of redemption." And while these sa- 
cred counsels were faithfully regarded, disciples of every nation 
and clime made common cause against the common enemy, and 
" the multitude of them that believed were of one heart, and of 
one soul," and enjoyed the peace of God which passeth 
tmderstanding. And why is it not so now ? Why is the 
church divided and subdivided? Why are parties marshal- 
led against each other in battle array, as though the enemy of 
souls must be furnished with auxiliaries to carry on his work of 
death from the ranks of Christ ? Why are feeble societies 
springing up in every part of the land, to be sustained at a vast 
sacrifice of means and eflbrt, or to maintain a sickly existence 
through a , season of excitement, and then expire? Why are 
there jealousies and heart-burnings, and breaches of friendship in 
families and neighborhoods? Why so many examples of the 
priest and levite in christian and social intercourse ? Why all 
this, but because the spirit of party has driven out the spirit of 
the GOSPEL? Why, in a word, is it that kind aflfections be- 
tween churches and their members have decreased in the midst 
tyf eulogies upon the grace of love, cogent ^LTgumeuts on its im- 
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portaoce, and pathetic persuasives to its exercise ?" I know 
not a more pertinent answer to this inquiry than is furnished by 
Dr. Owen, an authority I am sure few will be disposed to dis- 
pute. '' The plain reason of it is, because the love which men 
so contend for, is confined to that practice in and of ecclesiasti- 
cal communion, whose measures they have fixed to themselves. 
If you will do thus and thus ; go in stxh and such ways ; so^ or 
so far — leave off such ways of fellowship in the gospel as you 
have embraced, and think according unto the mind of God, then 
you have love, else you bave none at all 1 How little either 
unity or love hath been promoted by such principles and prac- 
tices, is now evident : yea, how much divisions, animosities, and 
mutual alienations of minds and affections have been increased 
by them." * My brethren of every denomination, is not this 
the language of soberness and truth, come up from the grave of 
a century, to rebuke the foul spirit which for thirty years has 
possessed a large number of the churches of this christian com- 
monwealth ? Is it not true, that Christianity mourns for the lack 
of gospel charity amongst its professors ? Has she not bled 
long enough from the wounds inflicted by her declared friends ? 
Is it not time, to exorcise the angry demon which has ruled with 
desolating sway ? Shall we not meet on the broad ground of 
Christian courtesy, to wrest from the scoffer and the unbeliever, 
the only weapon they can successfully wield against her cau3e ? 
Is it not time to seal the lips of the scorner against tlie utter- 
ance of the reproachful sneer, " Behold how these christians 
hate one another ?" and by a spirit and practice which com- 
mend themselves to the approbation of God and good men, 
extort from them the admiring exclamation,, "jBeAoZrf, how 
these christians love one another V^ Am 1 mistaken, my breth- 
ren, when I declare my solemn and deliberate conviction, that 
the peculiar structure and state of society, the current voice of 
public sentiment, the alarming prevalence of sin, the great 
struggle yet to be held with the powers of darkness before mil- 
lenial glory is ushered in, and the monitions of the Holy Spirit, 
all unite in demanding Reform ? In the significant signs of the 
times may we not discern the leadings of God ? And who 
are we, my respected lay brethren of every name, wbo ^^^ -xw^^ 
my brethren in the ministry, that vfe s\vou\^ vjXCqsX'wA ^^ ^^ 
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of the Aliiiighty ? Let us not, then, be dull to understand 
these instructions, nor slow to execute their requirements, kst 
haply We be found even to fight against God. 

In further pressing this duty upon your attention, 1 avail my- 
self of the language of Rev. Lyman Beecher at the installa- 
tion of Rev. Mr. Cornelius in 1819. I do this the more readily, 
because it expresses, essentially, my own views, and because in 
the selection of such an auxiliary, I know you will acquit me of 
party prejudice. " Ttie spirit which regards exclusively the 
iiiterests of one denomination, and is concerned in bringing to 
lieaven men in one way^ or not at ally is a 'principle of war, — 
A^ human nature is constituted, there can be no peace among 
the churches of our Lord of diiFerent names, until it is frown* 
ed into non^e^atence. Mutual safety is indispensable to peace 
and' love and harmonious action among churches of different 
denominations. And with trumpet tongue the providence of 
Grod is calling upon christians of every denomination to ^as* 
from their iimited views ^ and selfish ends, and to unite in tim 
conflict which is to achieve the subjugation of the world to 
Christ. The mischiefe of this spirit have been endured long 
enough to afford experiinentaf evidence of its wickedness and 
folly. From the time the reformed churches commenced the 
saci^mental controversy, the reformation received a check; — 
and no<v for tjenturres, the resources of Protestant churches 
have been exhausted in standing still, fro^n the balance of 
each other's iCtion and reaction. While the world has been 
perishing arOuTid ihem, they have been contending whether a 
small remnant of men should go to heaven precisely in this, 
or some other way ! It is time to cease from this limited en* 
terprise. Jesus Christ has need of our harmonious exertion, 
and the world has need of it. Never can the world be emanci- 
pated, till those who love our Lord, and the souls of men, are 
released by voluntary suffi-age from the divisions, toils and 
irritations of a war establishment. All the men on our various 
posts of observation, and all the soldiers in our armies of reserve^ 
must be poured upon the territories of the enemy ; while we, 
without fear, and undefended, dwell safely side by side. Too 
hng have our alienations been the scoff of infidels, and made xm 
the tools of designing and ambitious tnen •, «LtiA vi\\\\AwL^tk ^cmddl 
the <:ause of Christ that influence upon socvel^ 'wVucXx \V\w^a^^ 
to his religion to exert, and which kind feeWx^^s ^ud \v^\vcvo\»ft\» 
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action would not fail to produce. And noay God grant that this 
generation may not pass away, before a delegation from all chris- 
tian denominations shall assemble lo attend the funeral of bigotry 
and heresy, and to lay them so deep in the same grave, that 
they shall not rise till the trumpet of the archangel shall call 
tfaem to judgment, to answer for their crimes, and to receive the 
punishment of their deeds." 

My christian brethren, may I not believe that these sentiments 
meet a hearty- response in your breasts? May I not believe that 
the services of this day are the requiem of this spirit — that hence- 
forth among our several churches there shall be witnessed a fel- 
low-feeling and concert in action which God will recognize as the 
spirit of heaven, and which shall stand out in prominent relief, 
as a bright example to the churches of our Lord and Redeemer 
through the length and breadth of the land ? O let this spirit 
but once predominate, and Zion's watchmen will no longer 
mourn because of the multitude who seek not safety within her 
gates. Let this spirit but once predominate, and tlte cloud of 
mercy will break upon and refresh the fainting hearts of saints* 
God will pour out his spirit upon our seed, and his blessing upon 
our offspring. And " one shall say, * I am the Lord's ; and an- 
other shall call himself by the name of Jacob ; and another shall 
subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by 
the name of Israel/ "* And then shall Christianity its '^ the 
brightness of the Everlasting Light, the unspotted mirror o&the 
power of God, and the image of his goodness,"f fijl our church- 
es with pentacostal glory. 

My christian friends, when you retire from these courts to 
your homes, I beseech you, " think of these things." Ask 
yourselves, " what can I do to hasten this hour ?" Meditate 
upon this subject as of momentous concern. Bear it with you 
to the sanctuary till it becomes hallowed in your thoughts. Take 
it with you to your closets, and lay It before the Father who 
seeth in secret ; and may He who seeth and heareth in secret, 
give you light, liberty, and decision to discern and execute his will. 

In bringing this discourse to a close, I advert once more to the 
promise of the text : ^^ The glory of this latter house shall he 
greater than of the former, saith the Lord of hosts; and in this 
place will I give {leace, saith the Lord of hosts," V ba^e asr 
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sumed ihat Christianity is the superior glory to which these words 
refer, and have presented for your examination some of its princi* 
pal and essential features. By an easy transition, we can pass 
from the scene, which gave rise to this promise, to the occasion 
which has convened us at this time, a&d with an equally slight 
accommodation of circumstances, might find in our own history 
a parallel to the ancient people of God. But for this there is no 
present necessity. 

It is now one hundred and twenty three years the 28th of 
last December, since a church of Christ was gathered in this 
place, and the worship of God established. With the causes 
which led to the establishment of this church and worship, you 
are all familiar. The covenant compact which received the 
sign manual of the original members of this church, was at once 
liberal, comprehensive, and evangelical. In publicly assenting 
to it, they agreed to four important particulars : 

1. They agreed " to submit to the order, discipline, and gov- 
ernment of Christ in his Church," without which ecclesiastical 
prosperity and christian purity cannot be maintained. 

2. They agreed to admit to their communion such as should 
" desire the privilege, if by a profession of faith and repent- 
ance, and an unblameable walk and conversation," they should 
'^ in charitable judgment be accounted qualified for it." 

3. Tbey agreed " to walk with all regular and due commu- 
nic# with other Churches of our Lord Jesus Christ," and cheer- 
fully to " supj^rt and observe the Gospel Institutions." 

4. They agreed " to take the word of God" for their rule of 
faith and practice, the distinguishing feature of Protestantism, 
which has been maintained in this discourse. 

On this foundation, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corr 
ner stone, was this christian church erected. On this same 
foundation it now rests, and by this same covenant its members 
bind themselves to the service of God and their Redeemer. If 
in retrospection, we consider the success which attended the 

' sixty years ministry of a Chipman, and the general union and 
christian affection which prevailed; — or if we consider the lit- 
erary and patriotic character of a Hitchcock, or the piety of a 
Dow, we may say the former glory of this church is transcend- 
ed by few churches of our Lord at the presetil d^^. 
While death was conveying successively t^iOaeis ^wdi o?»^\va^ 

to the grave, Time, the great dilapidalot oi iW iXxxti^^ tcwxsfcXe, 
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was busy with the Temple in which they offered their solemn 
worship. Convinced that the circumstances and wants of this 
church and society required more commodious accommodations, 
after frequent and deliberate conference, by your committee, 
you resolved to effect sucfi alterations and improvements as con- 
venience, comfort and good taste demanded. Five months 
since, we made a temporary removal from the house in which 
we had long taken sweet counsel together, and transferred the 
fire of its sacred altar to a neighboring Temple, kindly thrown 
open to our use.* We have tins day returned, and on this dew 
altar, kindled afresh the flame of devotion. That not the slight- 
est accident has occurred, to cast a gloom over the progress of 
the work, and that we are all permitted to behold its completion 
as we witnessed its commencement, are considerations that 
should penetrate our hearts with the liveliest gratitude to Him 
whose sleepless eye watches over the interests of his people. 

[ express my own, and as I believe the unanimous sentiment 
.4Fthis church and society, when I say that great praise is due 
both to the committee, the builders, and workmen in every de- 
partment, for the promptitude and fidelity with which they have 
discharged their respective trusts in the progress and completion 
of the neat and commodious edifice in which we are now assem- 
bled. Nor in the geueral approbation, should be forgotten the 
fair circle of industry, the fruits of whose praiseworthy zeal are 
before us. May their labors of love be returned to them s]flif^ 
ually an hundred fold. ^ 

Yqu have now, my respected friends and people, as '^ the 
servants of the God of heaven and earth," built ^^ the hous^ 
that was builded these many years ago," and commenced a new 
era in your history. To effect this work, you have made gener- 
ous and cheerful sacrifices, alike honorable to your enterprize as 
citizens, and your zeal as the friends of Christ. In preparing 
this " house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and 
for the footstool of our God," you have exhibited to the world 
tangible and conclusive evidence of unabated attachment to the 
institutions of Christianity, of reverence for the majesty of heaven, 
and of though tfulness for your children and posterity. O may 
this holy offering be owned of Him, without whose blessing ih&H 
that build, will build in vain. And raa^ out \i^\\\.^d^ ^w^^^\^'^\^N>a» 
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be poured out before the throne of mercy, that this outward work 
for God, may be followed by a work of grace within, which shall 
renovate all hearts, and transform them into spiritual temples of 
the most high. 

Whether the glory of this latter house, shall equal or exceed 
that of the former, will depend, under the smiles of heaven^ on 
yoursielves. As a church and society, you are invested with 
moral power and influence ; and after this exhibition of your 
devoledness, it would seeih superfluous in me to urge you to their 
faithful employment for the advancement of righteousness and 
truth. Still, the deep interest I feel for the prosperity of our 
spiritual Zion, impels me to offer a few suggestions which I know 
will be as cordially received, as they are kindly intended. 

Remember, then, my brethren, that you are the descendant* 
of a people distinguished for their piety, and the children of a 
church among the ancient of this section of the Redeemer's 
heritage. See, therefore, that you bring no reproach upon the . 
memory of your fathers, by any seeming or real lukewarmness 
toward the religion they so dearly prized. " Remove not the 
ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set." In pursuing the 
course of duty, " ask for the old pathSj where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls." 

Remember that the gospel you profess prohibits the selfish- 
ness of living unto yourselves ; whatsoever therefore, your hands 
catf find to do for the general good, do it with your might. As 
you profess U) be a liberal people, show that it is not a meaning- 
less profession, by devising liberal things — for by such you shall 
stand. 

In your intercourse whh christians of other communions, ad- 
here to the courtesies which the gospel prescribes. Permit no 
shades of opinion to mar or to interrupt the harmony of personal 
and social intercourse. Treat the weak with tenderness, and 
bear with the arrogant in the meekness of Christ. Ask nothing 
which you will not cheerfully give, and yield nothing which in- 
tegrity and a good conscience command you to maintain. Lend 
not a ready ear to the whispers of common fame, but mantle 
your hearts with that charity which hopeth and endureih all 
Mags. Frown indignantly upon the spirit which seeks to rise 
oo the ruias of others ; and prove your claims lo tfv^cv^X^^Vvx'^ V^^ 
exhibitioDS of love to all who own l\ic liOtd lesu«. 
/ charge you to guard with holy fideWty iVve ?ive oV vVys coti^^- 
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crated altar. Come to this bouse on each returning Sabbath, 
with your families and friends, — not to gratify a morbid curiosityi 
or from the force of custom and fashion, — but from a deep and 
solemn conviction of duty — from a high toned purpose of cos- 
demning, by your example^ the desecration of its sacred hours — 
and from a devout wish to train your children in thpse '^ right 
ways" from which they will not depart in vaturer years. Here 
let all the ordinances of Christ be observed. Here let the sounds 
of praise and thanksgiving go up to mingle with the angel choir. 
Here let the anxious inquire what they must do to be saved, 
and forgiven penitents take up the cross of their risen Redeemer. 
Here let the voice of love proclaim the whole counsel or God, 
and by exhibitions of his severity and goodness, awaken the 
careless, and win the wayward to duty and heaven. So will the 
Lord of Hosts ^^ give peace in this place," and fill this house 
with his glory. Amen. 






APPENDIX.— Note A. p. 23. 

When the re-inodelling of this house had been determined on* the Committee of the 
Fourth Congregational Society politely tendered the use of their house of worship to 
the Second Society, which was gratefully accepted. The two congregations worship- 
ped alternately, the latter at 9 o'clock, A. M. and at 1 o'clock, P. M , and'^the former 
at half past 10 o'clock, A. M. and at half past 2, P. M. The first service was held 
Sept 3 3 the last Jan. 28. At the conclusion of the aAemoon discourse on the latter 
occasion, the following remarks were made. 

" This service is the last we expect to perform in this house. Next Thursday at 2 
o'clock, we shall repair to our*own, and^by solemn prayer aud praise dedicate it to the 
worship of the One living and true God. The church and people to whom it is my 
privilege and happiness to minister, are unitedly invited to assist in bearing back the 
fmcient ark of God's covenant, and in re-establi^ing the altar sacrifice. And all 
present are affectionately invited to meet and rejoice with us on the occasion. In the 
name of the Second Church and Congregation, I publicly thank this church and socie- 
ty for the use of their house of worship. And I further beg to assure them, that while 
this act of courtesy and accommodation will be treasured in our recollections, any oc- 
casion for reciprocation of favors which in future may offer, will be cordially and hap- 
pily embraced. 

" Departing from this Temple, I would say, ' Peace be within thy walls.' To the 
church and congregation who statedly worship here, I would say in the purest affec- 
tion, ' The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.' Grounded in truth may 
you walk in the fellowship of the gospel, and enjoy all the blessings of the household 
of faith. Keeping the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace, may you possess its 
fruits, and fulfil the law of Christ. With hearts pervaded by divine love, may you fill 
the duties of life with a tender regard for the happiness of the human race* In the 
hour which tries the spirit, maj' the grace of a common Redeemer be found sufficient. 
And when the stormy ocean of life shall have been crossed, may your ransomed souls 
rest in the haven of eternal joy— even in the bosom of Jesus, the Image of the Invisi- 
ble God." 



ORDER OF RELIGIOUS EXERCISES. 



I. Anthem. 

II. Reading Select Scriptures — Rev. Paul Dban, or Boston. 

III. Introductory Prayer — By the same. 

IV. Hymn — By J. Henry Siewers. 

(Music by A, Abbott,) 

Blessing, honor, adoration, 
Crown the solemn anthem's theme? 
Saints triumphant, sing salvation! 
Nature ! join the glad acclaim. 
Like the voice of billows pealing, 
Gush celestial music, by. 
Stir the spirit's inner feeling. 
All Omnipotent and High. 

Crowd his gates with harp and singing, 
Gather back the Ark of God ! 
Near it, cherub pinions winging, 
Guard the courts our fathers trod. 
Fill this temple with thy presence, 
^ Send the unction from on high. 

While we bow in deepest rev'rence, 
And confess thy majesty. 

Alleluia, might, thanksgiving. 
Be ascrib'd to thee alone ! 
Seal, oh seal each heart receiving 
Virtue from the Highest Throne, 
Living worship, might, salvation, 
With the veiled Seraphim, * 
To the Lamb — let every nation 
R^ise the alleluia hymn. 

V. Dedicatory Prayer — Bt Rev. C. T. Thayer, Beverly. 

VL Hymn-By E. M. Stone. 

(Music by Benj, Cressey,) 

1. God of all ! thou great and holy, 

King Eternal, "only wise"; 
While in spirit we adore thee. 

And the pray'r an<l anthem rise — 
Deign to meet us by thy presence, ' 

At this altar rear'd in love ; 
And in kindness give assurance. 

Of approval from above. 

2. Here our fathers rais'd thy banner. 

And the Lord Jehovah bless'd ; 
Here receiv'd the heav'nly manna, 

And the Spirit's power coivfeaa^^. 
In their steps with holy feivoi, 
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May their sons delight to treid ; 
Love thee, praise thee, own thee ever, 
And thy great salvation spread. 

3. To tliis shrine with mind unfettered, 

May devotion's gifts be brought ; 
Here may learned and nnletter'd, 

By the voice of Truth be taughL 
Here may grief find consolation, 

Filmed eyes receive their si^ht ; 
Anxious souls here seek salvation, 

In the paths of gospel light 

4. Here may sinners learn to fear thee, 

Here may pious joy resound, 
Here may " Christ, the hope of glory," 

In all hearts be truly found. 
And when judgment's trump is sounded. 

And the dead in Christ shall rise, 
Freed from sin, by grace unbounded. 

May we praise thee in the skies. 

VII. Sermon — By Rev. E. M. Stone. 
VIII. Htmn-^y K M. Stonk. 

1. Infinite source o^ light and love. 

Before thy face we humbly bow, 
Let thy good spirit from above, 

Descend and own our service now. ^■ 

2. Thy glory gilds this lower sphere, 

" Thy love extends to all our race," 
Thy ways how just ! thv thoughts how pure ! 
How kind thy care ! Jiow rich thy grace ! 

3. Nature and all her num'rous train, 

Are vocal with a constant praise. 
Nor will thy suppliants now refrain 
The pray'r and song of joy to raise. 

4. These ancient courts, repair'd, renew'd, 

Our families and friends shall fill ; 
Accept the ofi^'ring, O our God, 
Here let thine honor ever dwell. 

5. Here may we come in pious fear. 

To worship thee in Jesus' name, 

Here may we sit, and sing, and hear. 

And feed anew afiection's flame. 

w 

6. And when life's tide shall cease to run. 

And earthly temples prostrate fall, 
Redeem'd and sav'a by Christ thy Son, 
Reign in our hearts, great " all in all" ! 

IX. Concluding Prayer — By Rev. Paul Dean. 

X. Authem. 
XI. Benedict ion— Bt thi. "? x^sio^. 



■^. 



3 2044 086 358 827 



